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The Perks of Being a Wallflower study questions 


Simply put, a good story has good characters - well-developed 
characters that we can easily empathize with and generally care 
about. Stephen Chbosky's novel The Perks of Being a Wallflower 
presents rich, deep and believable characters in realistic and 
serious situations that the reader can easily relate to. To 
take full advantage of the experience of such a novel, we should 
be aware of our own thoughts and feelings as we experience the 
same events faced by the characters. Poignant questions can 
help us reflect on the circumstances the author choses to pre¬ 
sent in the story and here the publisher has been considerate 
enough to provide the reader with just that. 

The following questions were issued by the publisher and can 
be found at the back of the book. They've been placed here in 
this booklet in diary-like format to allow you to better reflect 
and create an internal dialogue focused on your thoughts and re¬ 
lationship with Charlie as well as the other characters in the 
novel. 

So imagine if you will that you're sitting at your desk with 
your old mechanical typewriter contemplating the intimacies that 
Charlie shared with you in his letters while you organize your 
thoughts by answering the questions in this diary. 
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My thoughts about Charlie... 


1. Why do you think Charlie wants to remain anonymous? Have 
there been times when you wish you could have, or did? 


WWto a of friend??? 

2. Would you be friends with Charlie? Why or why not? 


3. What do we learn about Michael? Do you sympathize with Char- 
lie's re a ctien? teWKei|lab()ut ki(«lw)re 
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4. What do you think about Susan's relationship with her boy¬ 
friend? When Charlie tells Bill, did you think Bill would call 
his parents? Do you think that was the right thing to do? What 
do you think of her parent's reaction? j( ^QiuHer wh&t ^ WOUM • • 


5. Discuss Charlie's reaction to his brother and sister throwing 
a party. What did you think about the couple in his room? What 
about Charlie's response? 


6. What do you think being a wallflower is? Do you agree with 
Bob's definition? M ^ w ^ &h4 ^^ 
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7. How do you feel about Patrick and Brad's relationship? Do you 
think Patrick is understanding of Brad's feelings? What chance 
at a relationship do they have? Do you think that you can have a 
'true' relationship built on secrets? 


^ocKi Horror is E PIC ••• 

8. Charlie mentions that his dad "had glory days once." What do 
you think Charlie's glory days will be? Do you think he is wor¬ 
ried about not having any? 


9. Discuss Charlie's family holidays. Are there elements that 
are universal to every family dynamic? Has anything about Char¬ 
lie's family surprised you? Describe Aunt Helen. What kind of 
person is she? 

^^^empreffiCOOl 
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10. Talk about the mixed tapes in the story. Are you familiar 
with the songs and bands? Why do you think Charlie speaks about 
them so often? ^6*' ^ 
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11. Do you like that the story is told through letters? Do you 
feel you know the kind of person Charlie is? 
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12. Several important issues come up during the course of the 

book, ranging from molestation to drug use. How does Charlie 

.52 deal with these? How have the issues affected his friends and 

-c family? 
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13. Charlie has a few breakdowns. Do you feel hopeful for him? 
How much of his past explains his present? 
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14. Charlie's friends are moving away at the end of the story. 
Where does this leave Charlie? Can he make new friends? 


15. Bill is very supportive of Charlie. How does this affect 
Charlie? Mockingbird 

refer Pan 
Gabby 
Hamlet 
Walden 
Camus 


Catcher in the Rye 
cwnmiwjs 


Hell <fa! 

16. What do you think it means to feel "infinite?" Have you ev¬ 
er experienced moments where you've felt like this? 
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17. To which character did you relate the most? What were some 
of the problems s/he faced? 


18. Of the problem (s)you listed in Q.17* How did s/he handle 
these problems? What would you differently? What would you do 
the same? 
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My mixtape: 


Title Singer/Group 

1 ._/_ 

2 ._/_ 

3. _/_ 

4. _/_ 

5. _/_ 

6 . _/_ 

7. _/_ 

8 . _/_ 

9. _/_ 

10 . _/_ 

11 ._/_ 

12 ._/_ 

whoaffi<30W'< l 3''' ettotot 


- 10 - 




























(Now that the story is over and Charlie's new friends have gone off to 
college, write him a letter.) 


Date: 


Dear Charlie, 


Your friend. 
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Some of my favorite quotes from the book: pictures ty roe'. 
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